Fall 1994

ZU Visit, Mendo World Cup Highlight
1994 Mendocino Workshop

2~ HE 1994 EEFC
I Mendocino
| Music & Dance
)\ Workshop is long
‘—} over but many
{ memories of
camp times
remain for the
over 200 adults
and children who attended the
eight day session. The weather was
wonderful, with clear sunny days
and cool nights perfect for danc-
ing, and for the first time in three
years there were no problems with
water shortages. Lots of prep work
by the Woodlands crew, including
laying wood chips around the
dance and dining halls, helped cut
back on the perennial dust prob-
lem, creating a more pleasant envi-
ronment. Camp ran smoothly
thanks to the hard work of the on-
site staff of Lisa DeRensis, Nancy
Leeper, and Rachel MacFarlane.
One major addition to the
workshop this year was the first
west coast appearance of New
York’s Zlatne Uste brass band.
Many in attendance had never
danced to live brass band music
before and ZU opened the evening
parties with a terrific, high energy
set. A subgroup of the band stayed
on the rest of the week, and con-
tributed frequently to the kafana
scene (ably run this year by
kafanameister Laine Harris).
American folk influences made
themselves felt a few times during
the week. There was a cajun set at
the kafana one night led by Lisa
Leung that got everyone hopping,
and Lache Cercel’s Romanian set
later in the week took off for the
bayou a few times, to everyone’s
delight. Jim Garrett turned a bitov
set into a clogging extravaganza
that Petur transformed into a
Bulgaro-American line dance.
EEFC was fortunate to have not
one but two Bulgarian singers at
Mendo this year. Pepa Koutcheva

East European Folklife Center

and Tatiana Sarbinska impressed all
with their singing, teaching and
graciousness. The Saturday night
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Musings on
Ramblewood ‘94

HAT DO THE FOLLOWING
things have in com-
mon? Mark Levy in

party led by them was so highly ¥ & purple toga and tiara;
anticipated that people turned it OO ‘@s X Zlatne Uste and friends
into a cabaret, listening raptly to O SRS D N brass band playing a set

these two wonderful performers.

A one-time-only event that
marked this camp was the “Mendo
World Cup.” A simple bet was
turned into a festival, complete
with cheerleaders (dressed for the
occasion), a referee, bands, and
half-time entertainment with
refreshments. It’s hard to convey ¢
just how much fun this was. While
Petur, Christos, Atilla, Josko, Mike,
and Michael were battling it out on
the field with surprising intensity,
zurlas attacked gajda players, cheer-
leader incursions were repelled by
mass onslaughts, and the brass
band could barely play from laugh-
ing. It was a real village happening
and capped off a great camp.

David Bilides

1995

Balkan
Music & Dance

= Workshops
Y

Folk music and dance of Albania, Bosnia,
Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Macedonia,
Romania & Serbia

Mendocino, California
June 24 - July 1

Camp Ramblewood, Maryland
July 22 - 30

sponsored by the

East European Folklife Center

P.O. Box 3969, Eugene, OR 97403
503/344-6349, e-mail: merakli@aol.com

in the pool au natural;
Bob Beer in grass skirt and
red lips; Yves Moreau read-
ing a Mickey Mouse comic
book in Bulgarian; Arootasha,
Arootasha, Arootasha-sha.
Give up? These were some of
the sillier moments of the
/1, 1994 Balkan Music and
'Y Dance Workshops at Camp
;s Ramblewood, Maryland.
' We celebrated the 20th
Anniversary of Balkan Camps in a
new facility on the east coast. Set
on 160 beautifully wooded acres
amid the lush rolling hills of
northeast Maryland, Camp
Ramblewood provides a wonderful
new home for us with its comfort-
able cabins, indoor plumbing, a
large dining hall and kafana, two
pools and plenty of space for class-
es. Yes, there were some problems,
including beds that have seen bet-
ter days, a dance hall that could
have been a lot cooler, and cabins
that could have been a little clean-
er, but owners Harry and Lisa Leff
have big plans for improvements.
Next year they will provide new
bed boards, a new floor in the din-
ing hall, more vents and fans in
the dance hall, and, best of all, a
finished hardwood dance floor in
the dance hall. We can’t wait to
see the changes.

The 1994 east coast workshop
brought together an enthusiastic
staff and campers from across the
country. Janet Bradley was back,
preparing delicious meals and
snacks. Laine Harris, the
kafanameister, insured us all sleep-
less nights with late night snacks,
music and that all important liquid
refreshment.

We celebrated 20 years of
Balkan camps by honoring one of
continued on page 2













