


























MENDOCINO 2003

Yves Moreau dives for the hanky while Joe
Graziosi and others look on

Mousic beyond words: Tzvetanka Varimezova
& Ivan Milev

Georgi Petrov and Ivan Milev lead the parade



ALL PHOTOS MARGARET LOOMIS

MT. WASHINGTON 2003

Catherine Foster, Ethel Raim & Susan Kotansky
find the beat

Groovin' & la grécque: Beth Cohen & Alan Zemel lead the

Greek ensemble

These photo-
graphs and more
are available

in full color on
CD as an EEFC
fundraiser. See
p- 14 to order!

Laura Pannaman & dancers entranced by Demetri Tashie on zournas

& Matt Moran on daouli The “lads” dance: James Blachly & Laine Harris
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BALKANALIA! 2003

Mark Levy & the “modern” ensemble checkin’ out a new cocek

The 2004 b! workshop will be headed by a local
Pacific Northwest committee headed by Susan Reagel
with the support of the EEFC. To find out more, contact
Susan at 503/234-9088, reagel@spiritone.com.

Always a favorite: Brenna MacCrimmon with Ruth
Hunter, Christos Govetas & Kalin Kirilov

Posture practice pays off: Melissa Miller
Dan Auvil & George Chittenden: seven years of balkanalia!: its all a blur now undulates atop juice glasses

12 KEF TIMES



Wedding in Vianjska Banja: the bride bedecked in fancy pink shalvar and
facial appliqués

ZLATNE USTE

FROM PAGE 9

I am in awe of Zlatni Prsti throughout this
blazingly hot afternoon. They play with virtu-
ally no break with the same strength and pre-
cision from beginning to end. I am convinced
that their lips are made of a combination of
leather and steel. I recall seeing the little kids
carrying around trumpets in the mahala—
blatting away seemingly randomly, but here
we see the result of years of corralling this raw
energy in the powerful, voluminous stream
issuing from the musicians’ horns.

Emerson observed later, “Man, playing one
on one with those guys was, well, how could
you learn better? The gestalt of it...Seeing
them as just guys (kolege—colleagues) and
then seeing them wade into those wedding
scenes. Well, you know, they were clearly an
integral part of that place. They needed it as
much as it needed them...” I wonder what
they think of us—Americans playing their
tunes, and among them these women blowing
horns. We must be an exotic curiosity, but no
one ever acts as if we don’t belong there.

On our last morning in Vranjska Banja, we
meet for one last run-through of the concert
pieces, and after the obligatory Turkish coffee,
brandy and mineral water, the two bands

arrange themselves on
Ekrem’s long porch. Below
us in the courtyard is what
seems like the entire mahala.
As we play, the neighbors
dance, sing, and listen appre-
ciatively. As Michael says, “It
is a joy to play for people in
Serbia. They are active and
joyous listeners.” This obser-
vation is borne out every-
where the band plays. The
excitement in the air is pal-
pable. Never in my wildest
dreams did I ever imagine
myself in the middle of such
a scene, and I think to my-
self, if nothing else happens on this trip it is
enough. This thought helps to sustain me dur-
ing the difficulties we are to face in Guca.

We leave the mahala and reach Guéa in the
early evening. The festival itself is impeccably
organized—days of concerts, competitions
and exhibits that culminate on Sunday in a
final competition of 18 bands vying for prizes.
We are well taken care of, lodged, fed, and
shuttled around cheerfully by our festival-
appointed guide Bojana Bogicevi¢, a willowy,
ebullient young woman, who by the time of
our parting, proclaims that she is “married”
to us. There is hardly time to do any leisurely
touristing;: the festival organizers feature ZU
more prominently than any other foreign
band there on the program, in two parades
and several concerts. Michael is involved in
press conferences every day, and his quotes
(translated with varying accuracy) appear daily
in the newspapers.

However, it is a demoralizing scene especially
for those of us who have been to previous
festivals. A “spring break” atmosphere per-
vades the air—hordes of teenagers and twenty-
somethings in a serious party mood. The
Serbian press remarks on this bacchanalian
abandon, and it hits us that people are just as
happy boogying to digital brass as to the real
thing. We also find out that prices in the open-
air kafana-restaurants are

ESTER SCAINI
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www.ethnicdancetheatre.com

20% up from last year;
no one but the elite can
afford to eat and drink
“under the tents”—
therefore reg'l'r folk re-
sort to the cheap beer
and food stands lining
the main drags. Batja
Bell remarks: “The festi-
val in the street seemed
less about support and
appreciation and per-
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formance opportunities for artists—and more
about audience self-indulgence. Not that
there’s anything wrong with self-indulgence—
and for sure Serbian youth who have come
through some really bad times need some time
to just hang and forget troubles—but the
amount of alcohol-induced rudeness was ob-
noxious at best, and scary at worst.”

Some of ZU’s fondest memories of festivals
past are of playing under the tents for tips;
band members eagerly look forward to repeat-
ing that thrill, and we venture out one night,
instruments tucked under our arms. Evidence
of a resurgence of ultranationalism reaches an
ugly peak when a group of thuggish men hail
us over to play—and as they ply us with $100
bills, they amuse themselves by humiliating
the female lead players, draping a black t-shirt
over their shoulders, the shirt emblazoned
with portraits of war criminals Radovan
Karadzi¢ and Ratko Mladi¢ and the slogan
SRPSKI HEROJI (Serbian heroes). We finally
extricate ourselves, but are left deeply shaken
by the experience.

ZU’s shining moment comes at a spectacu-
lar “Moonlight” midnight concert (complete
with fireworks and hot-air balloon) on Satur-
day in the soccer stadium. The joint set with
Zlatni Prsti is supposed to be part of this pro-
gram, but it does not materialize because of
internal political maneuvering that leaves all
of us discouraged and disappointed.

As it turns out, Zlatne Uste is given a 20-
minute set by themselves in a choice spot in
the concert. As they set up on stage there is an
awkward and tense moment as catcalls and
whistling (the Serbian form of booing) issue
from the audience of thousands standing in
the field below. Then, because of a shrewdly
chosen playlist and excellent playing, by the
second song the people’s mood is transformed:
singing at the top of their lungs to the popular
song “Durdevdan,” the crowd roars their ap-
proval. The band has rarely sounded better.
Michael recalls, “For me, our performance was
a turning point. All of the difficulties of being
in Guéa suddenly become trivial...Zlatne Uste
did not utter a word on stage. With only music,
we were able to positively affect the feelings of
a great number of people towards America and
Americans, at least temporarily. It was a signif-
icant lesson in diplomacy. I do not know if
anyone in the State Department took notice of
what we had done, but they should have.” ¢

Besides her EEFC General Managerial duties,
Rachel MacFarlane plays baritone and sings

in the Bay Ared’s Brass Menagerie Balkan Brass
Band (www.huzzam.com/brass). For informa-
tion on Zlatne Uste see www.zlatneuste.org.
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For the 3rd year now...

NEW PHOTO CD OF BALKAN CAMP 2003
(MT. WASHINGTON) NOW AVAILABLE! -

Are you missing the incredible scenic beauty of Camp Hi-Rock?
Do you want to recapture some of those great camp moments?
This CD contains 634 photos, including

- evemng parties and kafanas
L ;@umc and dance classes in acnot;i %

Sl ﬁﬁcﬁon on Wednesday
o hds’ storytelling session at the lake Thursday night
@ kids’ shadow performance Friday night
& most classes performing at Saturdays student
concert
& chilly picnic on Saturday :
# candid and semi-candid shots throughout the week
# scenic views of Camp Hi-Rock

This photo CD was produced as a fundraiser; all proceeds go to EEFC.
It is available for $25 plus $2 shipping/handling in the U.S., from:

Margaret Loomis
10206 Day Ave.

- Silver Spring, MD 20910
Phone: 301-565-0539
Email: mloomis@erols.com
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THANK YOU FOR

your generous support of the East
European Folklife Center! Our
2003 drive brought in $24,325,
with 410 of your households join-
ing in support of EEFC’s programs.
Our 2004 drive has already brought
in $1035, a healthy start for our
goal of $25,000.

Join EEFC or renew your mem-
bership today! And while you're at
it, consider an additional dona-

tion to our Kef Scholarhip fund!

EEFC membership is based on the calendar year. If
you become a member while at camp, you will have
the option to declare your membership for the current
year (and receive a $10 Kafana card) or for the next
year (and receive both the first-class mailing of the
brochure and a Kafana card at a camp the following
year). If you're not sure when you renewed your mem-

bership, e-mail the office at office@eefc.org.

............................................................................................

Please mail this form (or copy) with your payment to EEFC, RO. Box 1 2488, Berkeley, CA 94712-3488. Thanks!

YES!

I (we) want to help sustain the community of the EEFC’s Balkan Music &

Dance Workshops, and would like to (re)join as a member for the 2004 :
calendar year. —

I'D LIKE TO MAKE AN ADDITIONAL
CONTRIBUTION OF:

name(s)

address

city/state/zip

phone /

MEMBERSHIP

$40 Individual

$55 Family

$25 Student/Low income
$100 Organization

$25 __$100
$50 __ $1,000 Benefactor
other $

here is my additional donation to go toward the

KEF SCHOLARSHIP FUND $

email

I wish my contribution to be anonymous.

All contributions are fully tax deductible.

| CAN'T JOIN EEFC TODAY

but here is my donation in support of the
Balkan Music & Dance Workshops:
$10 $15

$20 other $

Remember, your 2004 membership entitles you to first-class mailings
for the 2004 calendar year AND a $10.00 kafana credit card at Mendocino or Mt. Washington!

TIMES

14 K EF



Ed Abelson & Amy Denenberg
Mike Adams & Jan Root
Andy Adler & Ann Braude
Aetna Foundation
(corporate match)
Jerry & Stefni Agin
Betty Albert-Schreck
Kathryn Allen
Shelley G. Allison
Edward D. Alverson
Stefanie Anderson
Susan K. Anderson
Jim Avera & Barbara Babin
Atilla Aydin
Annie Bachar
Kent & Jessica Bailey
Judith Baizan
Meredith Balgley & Erik Bendix
Steve Bard
Becton Dickinson
(corporate match)
Dora A. Benton Bardach
Judy Barlas
Michelle Benoit
Fran Berge
Margoleath Berman &
Dan Mullen
Fred Bialy
David Bilides & Sandra Dean
Ed & Marilyn Birchfield
Irene Blanchard
Barbara Bleisch & Family
Caitlin M. Blomquist
Barbara & Joseph Blumenthal
Laura Blumenthal
Marion Blumenthal
Boeing (corporate match)
Jessica Bondy & Thorn Roby
Ed Boring
Steve Boyer
Hank Bradley & Cathie Whitesides
Mari Brandon
Renata Bratt
Katherine L. Brawley
Louise Brill & Mary Donnelly
Dean Brown & Dee Ramee
Jackie Brown & Rebecca Loew
Paul Brown
Patricia A. Buhl
James Bunch
Jeanne Busch
Ellyn Bush
Dan Cantrell
Priscilla Carlson
Randy Carrico
Denys Carrillo & Joe Finn
Lisa Cary
Sandy Cherin, Michael &
David Gage
Marsha Chevalier
George Chittenden &
Lise Liepman
Emily Christopher
Leslie M. Clark
Connie Clemons
Joyce Clyde
Bruce Cochran
Anne & Israel Cohen
Beth A. Cohen
Debra Cohen
Emily Cohen & Eric Frumin
Martha Cohen & Marc Wolman
Sarah Cohen
Steve Collins
Gladys M. Comeau-Morales
Cheryl Cook
Barbara Cordes
Silvia Cornell
Meg Crellin
Irene S. Croft
Catherine Rose Crowther
Janice Darling
Peggy Datz
Dorothy Daw
Kathryn N. Demos
Donna Denevan-Lynch
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Joyce deSaussure
Susan Cohen & Tony DeStefano
Judy Donaldson
Mary Ann Downs
Rochelle Dreeben
Jerry Duke
Deborah M. Dukes
Vanya Dumas
Marion K. Earl
Karen Eckhart
Laurie Edelman
Marian Eines
Rachel Birtha, Naomi, Elyse &
Eliana Eitches
Debbie Elkins
Joe Ellison
Fred Emigh & Merideth Wright
Leah & Necdet Erez
Marilyn Morrison Erway
Dale Eskra
Mary Ann Evans
Fran Farber
Tom & Mary Farris
Matthew Fass
Christine C. Fayad
Lila Feingold
Bette Felton & Bruce Gibbs
Polly Tapia Ferber &
Casey Tapia Ferber
Sylvia Fine & Emily Eames
Jonathan Finger
Shel Finver
Julie Firman
M. J. Fischer
Kaila Flexer
Flo Fooden & Ross Mohn
Mark Forry & Frances Hatfield
Kathy Fors & Dennis Godfrey &
Andresa Wells
Kate Fortin & Will O’Connor
Ryan Francesconi
Carole C. Frank
Barbara Friedman
Barbara J. Furgason
Lydia A. Fusetti
Lynette Garlan &
James Rumbaugh
Jim, Betsy, Liana & Frances Garrett
Sarada, Craig & Erica George
Kate Gerson
Joan Gildemeister
Steve Ginzbarg
Bob Godfried
Melanie & Mike Goldberg
Barbara Golding
Michael Gordon & Jody Levinson
C. C. Gotses
Andrea Lynn Graber
Kip & Stanley Greenthal
Jim Greenwald
Kris & Tom Grinstad
Peter Gronwold
Ellen & Nels Grumer
Jennifer Gubrud
Karen Guggenheim-Machlis
Aloke Gupta & Molly H. Shor
Thomas W. Hall
Sunny Harker
Kathy, Vance & Alison Harris
Susan Hatlevig
Emerson Hawley
Glynis Hawley & Katy Albrecht
Mary Hawley
Jim & Marie Hayes
Jo Farb Hernandez
Biz Hertzberg & James Hoskins
Gitry Heydebrand
Natalie Hicks
Susan Hinkins & Richard Gillette
Thomas E Hixon & Suzanne Rizer
Susan Hodge
Frances Hoenigswald
Robert J. Hoffnung
Georgia T. Horn
Skye Hudson
Elizabeth Hudson &
George Doddington

2003-2004

Norma D. Huff
Jeremy Hull
Melinda Hunt & Matt Smith
Anna Huskey
Lanita Hyatt, Brynn &
Evan Kibert
Carolyn T. (Cappy) Israel
Peter & Trudy Israel
Pat Iverson
Lillian Iwatsuki
J.P. Morgan Chase Foundation
(corporate match)
Shelia January & Adam Zabinski
Roberta Jaskolski
Mark Jenkins & Arlene Imagawa
Mark & Shirley Johnson
David Jones & Inbal Yassur
Mary & Alex Jones
Susan M. Jones
William Jones & Linda Schoenberg
Andrew C. Kacsmar
Luba Kazacoff
Marcia Kemble
Kathleen Kerr
Memo & Judy Keswick
Jenny Kilgore
Randall Kirschman
Nancy Klein
Karen Klevanosky
Peter Kowalski
Paul & Elise Kreiss
Noel & Judy Kropf
Sheila Krstevski
Craig Kurumada &
Linnea Mandell
Carol Kycia
Julie Lancaster
Esther Landau
Ari Langer
Thos Lankston & Laura Pimienta
Bill Lanphier
Mirjana Lausevi¢
Michael Lawson & Lori McConnell
Deborah, Sarah, Rebecca &
Jane Lazarovic
Mary Lea
Michael Leach
Danni Lederman
Bob Leibman
Catherine Lekich
Bonnie LeMat
Sonne & Nick Lemke
Richie Leonard & Suze Stentz
Suzanne Leonora
Linda J. Levin
Liz Levin & Ira Gessel
Roberta Levine
Mark & Nesa Levy &
Carol Silverman
Nada Lewis
Sue Lindner & David Porter
Richard Lippa
Sandy Lipsky
James G. Little & Linda Persson
Katarina Litvinovié
George Long & Martie Ripson
Margaret Loomis & Larry Weiner
Hester Lox
Nora Lyman
Meg A. Mabbs
Brenna MacCrimmon
Rachel MacFarlane
Barbara MacLean
Pat MacSwyney
Kalman & Beatrix Magyar
Joseph D. Mandell
Sarah Manno
Ksenija Marinkovi¢
Mary Marshall & Steve Gould
Mary Masuk
Michael Matthews
Evy Mayer
Katia McClain
Ken McCormick
Jim & Nancy McGill
Naphtali McGill

2003 CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS

Sally & Mark McIntee
Jean McIntosh
Betsy K. McKone
Leanne Mennin
Lenore Mennin
Stewart Mennin & Regina Pontes &
Ely Mennin
Sandie Merrill
Judy Meyers
Reiko Michisaki
Miles Family
Gini Milkey
Melissa Miller
John & Nancy Milligan
Sandy Portnoy Mills
Kathy Mitchell & Dan Auvil
Diane Montgomery
Patricia Moore
Laurence Morandi & Karen Pazucha
Yves Moreau
Al & Terrie Murray
Carol Newman
Len Newman & Lisa Shochat
Clayton Newman &
Nancy McGhee
George Nickols
Jim A. Nicolet
Alina K. Niemi
Ann Norton
Paul Norton
Sarah E. Nunan
Sally O’Brien
Trish O’Neil
Boyd Osgood
Laura Pannaman
John Parrish
Susan Patterson
Ronald W. Perkins
Pat Peterson
Susan Pinkham
Lita Pinter
Terry W. Plampin
Alma Franulovich Plancich
Janet Platin
Jill Poris
Diane Post
Sophia Poster
Georgeanna Presnell
Primack/Pollock Family
Magdaline Quinlan
Diane Rainsford
Steve Ramsey
Ray Ranic
Bev Rasmussen
Richard Rawson
Gerardo Razumney
Susan Reagel
Fiona Ream
Margo Reich
Chris Rietz & Debora Huxtable
Lucy Roberts
Wendy Robinson
Carrie Rocke
Angela Rodel
Lois Romanoff
Persis Rooth
Barbara & Norman Rosen
Myra Rosenhaus
John & Georgia Roussos
Johanna Rubba
Sharon S. Russell, D.D.S.
Nancy Lee Ruyter
Elizabeth Ryan
Joane Rylander
Bruce E. Sagan
Steve Salemson
RosieLee C. Salinas
Mark Samuels
Olga Veloff Sandolowich
Irene Meharg Sarnelle
Anne-Louise Schaffer
Betsy Schiavone
Rich Schultz & Christine Montross
Robert Schulz
Jeff Schwarz
Leslie Scott

Douglas Sears
Patty Segal
Marjorie & Bill Selden
Verna Semotuk
Michael & Donna Sensor
Peggy Sharp
Claire Shearman & Alan Williams
David Shochat
Jim Shoemaker
Donna Shonle
Leni Siegel
Simon/Garaventa Family
Jonathan B. Skinner
Mike Slama
Cathy Smith
Doris Smith
Lewis R. Smith
John Snell
Bob Snider
Cheryl Spasojevic
Maggie Spear
Caroline Spicer
Joanne Splivalo
Cathie Springer
M. Allyndreth Stead
Karen Stellick
Jim Stoynoff
Bill Straus
Jim Stringfellow
Helen Stuart
Jane Sugarman
Jerry Summers
Karen Ilic Taddie
Yoshimichi Tamura
Flora M. Thayer
Alaisande Tremblay &
James Milstead
Randy Trigg
Deborah Trimm
Mary Turlington
Dr. Stephen R. Turner
Ted Turner
John & Barbara Uhlemann
Joan Uhrman
Carmen D. Valentino
Jatila & Devananda van der Veen &
Steve Davis
Rabia van Hattum
Sallie Varner
Chrysanthie Vorias
Paul Wagner
Wally Wahlen
Andrew Wallace
Sandy Ward & Ken Harstine
Katy Moss Warner
Elizabeth Wartluft
Ellen Watson
Susan Werth
Darlene Wheeler
Donlyn Whissen
Denis White
Mary White
Jane Wieman
Marcella Wilkinson
Jan Williams
Shana Winokur
Jessica R. Wirth
Sabine Wolber
Woody & Beth Wright
Patrick Yacono
Loretta M. Yam
Judy Yamahiro
Huei-Chi Yang
Danilo Yanich
Dvora Yanow
Joann Young
Jonathan Young
Michael Yourshaw
Alan Zemel & Marlis Kraft-Zemel
Dan Ziagos
Erica Zissman & Morty Isaacson

and seven anonymous donors

THANK YOU!



BOB LEIBMAN

FROM PAGE 5

we were outdoors, we couldn’t play a record
player, so part of my job was cajoling musi-
cians to come and play for me, often at 9:30
in the morning. I'd try not to impose on the
same musicians all the time. Everything was
clearly much less organized than now.

What happened next with your academic pur-

suits?

In 1975 I went to the University of Pennsylva-
nia to get my Ph.D. in folklore, and I finished
my exam in 1977. That’s where I met Jane
Young (now Dr. M. Jane Young), a folklore
student who was focusing on Native American
ethnolinguistics. We married in 1982, and she
got a job at the University of Texas teaching
folklore. I had been teaching mathematics off
and on in Philly, so I got a job teaching math
at Austin Community College, where I am to
this day.

Between owning a house and working on it
and teaching mathematics, I ended up not
doing much folklore. Then my wife moved to
Albuquerque and from 89 to '96, when we
got divorced, I was commuting, so weekends
were either here working or there visiting.
Only within the last few years have I gotten
back into folklore.

In 1992 I completed my dissertation,
“Dancing Bears and Purple Transformations:
The Structure of Dance in the Balkans,” about
the underlying structures of families of Balkan
dances.

What are some of your current and future
projects?

I'd like to rewrite my dissertation and get it
published. I'd like to do a book on the wed-
dings from Pestani; maybe even sell them in
Pestani to the tourists. I'd like to distribute

some of the other dance and music that I've

recorded. The village music I'm interested in

EAST EUROPEAN FOLKLIFE CENTER

P.O. BOX 12488
BERKELEY, CA 94712-3488

appeals to a limited audience, and, with
modern technology, it’s feasible to make, say,
just 30 copies of a given CD. As for the films

I made, I'm still carrying my Super-8 projector

' to show them, and I'd like to put them on

DVDs and add music.

I'm also slowly working on a CD of Jorgo-
van (George Caba’s group) recorded live by me
in the late *70s and early "80s in and around
Philadelphia.

[ want to continue to go back to the Bal-
kans and did, most recently, year before last.

And finally, I want to be sure that every-
thing I did in the past is accessible, in the
most usable form I can leave it in for archives.
I've already donated 20 boxes worth of women's
costumes to UCLA’s Fowler Museum, and
I'm investigating other places.

I can’t imagine I'll run out of projects.

— Interview by Julie Lancaster
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2004 BALKAN MUSIC & DANCE WORKSHOPS
MENDOCINO (CALIFORNIA) JUNE 26-JULY 3

MT. WASHINGTON (MASSACHUSETTS) AUGUST 22-29

SEE YOU THERE!



